A FAITHFUL [43] 
ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


SICKNESS, DEATH, and BURIAL 


. F | 

Capt. William Bedlow, 

Who Dyed Angvft the 20th, and was Buried Angſt 
the 224.. 168 o. 


With many other Circumſtances thereunto Relating. 


Taken from the Teſtimony of his Wife, and many 
other of his Friends who conſtantly attended him 
in his Sicknels. 


In « LETTER from an Intelligent Perſon in Briſtol, to bis | 
F riews in London. 


 — <—— 
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SIR, ' Briſtol Aug. 23-| 16806) 
he Y Obligations to your ſelf, and defire. of (ecurth, 
| Truth from the Qut-rages ages of ill” met, - ſpeci | 
| when the Publick -i 3 ener 'd, have © vpli W 
| me to ine you-A 5 ple the CCRT a 
Dearth of Captain Bedlow, On Mon the jth day bFthis toltih 
he - came, very * LOOP Lande: having a Bk ah. 
treme Looſneſs moſt of "that FA Es ke 
came home, he was cized = hy yy lene mob 
-Looſnels ;: "Ph were atrended hi or 

three dave 3 Dar Ne Diener r 3 or Thy th ITE 


Il 

©. © Phyſicians were joyn di por jn Conſultacion about him ; his diſcaſe ſtill 
grew upon him, an very 2pprihenſive that it would 
mie in his Death, and ales 0s < that the Lord Chict Juſtice 
Neb would be hete ro hold the Afizes the 16th Inſtant, ex- 
preſſed a very preat deffre to ſpeak with his-Lord(hip for diſcharg- 
ing of his Conſcience, in depoſing ſomewhat which he had nor 
betore diſcloſed ; w ich which his Lordſhip being made acquainted, 
was pleaſcd'that night: ar bis'Requeſt to po to kim ; before whom 
he did by many repeated Aſleverations, upon the words of a dy. 
ing man, declare, That in alk: th& great buſineſs of the Plot 6G 
ſpoke nothing againſt any perion upon Oath, or otherwiſe by 
way of -Accyfation, but what was true ; a nly complain'd that 
he hackbten too timerFous, and rather lefffned his ' Evidence it 
fome particulars, 

After forme ſhort time, the company were defired to withdraw; 
and none being left with him but the Lord Chief Juſtice, Cap- 
tain Bedlow's Wife, arid the Jadges Clerk ; My Lord gave the 
ſaid. Mr. | Bedlow his Oath, and his, Clerk cook. a pretty long De- 

tion in Writing, the Contents whereof are yet ſecret ; only 
#hus far we know he' made Oath, -/Fhat whatſoever he had decked 
# the King and Couna), an the Secret: Committee, and at the 
veral Tryals upon 'Oath, were all true, npon the word of 4 dy- 
ing man. "He told the Judg he expeRted no Crown of Martytdom 
for Lying, as the Papiſts did, but what he ſaid was ſincerely true, 


3; he be fe horchy to ap ; before, the Great Fehowah, the Maker 
on 


where he ſhould Hl with a clear Conſcience as to 

- matters of the Plot, wherein he had'given Evidence. He 

laid moreover to the Judg : My Lord ! ſome will not believe the 

Plot, or pretend it at leaſt, My Lord ! I ſpeak the more, be- 

cauſe 1 know not but that I may dye this night : He very often 
ſaid CO my Lord, Chief uſtice with rome carneſineſs, My Lord! | 

the King I p pity _ the King ! His Life | 1s in dai r! they 

Fi Ms Scar Him off thi t te 


z $ oe 'Plot ! the P | Tim hen my 
' way, he calle im back a; in, ' took him 'by 


and beg bt? to pre Ll is moſt huinble Duty co the 
In % $ He was Hi ff Lo [ and Duriful SabzeR, 
pang £0 411 Him ls le care if : 


Trcſday i | b- IJ; 
9 the 17th « of Go #1 th Hi T7 on 
alth Cad ol & Is Bets before efing, < pperh 


asking 


ME. 


- 'l '3 | 4 | 
«king him ſeveral Queſiions about hig' Depoſition; ,he replyed, 
He was a very weak man, and. would talk no more-ot Temporal 
things. | | 

Wedneſday night he had a ſevere Fit, through the violence. of 
which, he fpake not. for the fpace of 44 hours, or 'thereabour. 
Thurſday im the evening -his ſpeech returned to him, and he took 
ſome refreſhment, and asked thoſe about him what day of the 
Month it was ? and what hour of the Day, exatily ? One ſtand-. 
ing by, asked him if he were ſatisfied-in- his Conſcience as to what. 
he had ſworn and ated in the publick buſineſs he had been in- 
volved in? His Anſwer was, That as he hoped tor Salvation, . all 
that he. had Sworn about the Plot was juſt and truce, .and that he 
had rather omitted, than augmented any thing he had given in 
Evidence. This he ſpoke the night betore he dyed, and after he 
had been in a France ſeveral hours. | 

Friday the 20th of Auguſt Inſtant, his Speech- failed him . a» 
gain, and returned no more ; and about Two of the Clock that 
afternoon he expired. 

Yeſterday being Sunday, after he had been publickly expoſed 
in Merchant-Taylors Hall, in this City, tothe view of all ſpeQa- 
tors ; his Corps was carricd thence about Six of the Clock in the 
Evening, and buried in the Mayors Chappel, called the Gawnts ; 
the Funeral was atrended with a very numerous Company of Citi» | 
zens, both Men and Women. Mr. Mayor, and others of the beſt 
Quality being preſent, ſeveral Gentlemen of the Council, and 
others bearing up the Pall. The Church was hung with black. 
Mr. Palmer, a Reverend and Learned Divine of this City, Preached 
an excellent Sermon at his Funeral, on Rom. 14. v. 12, 13. 
So then every one of us ſball give an account of himſelf to God. Let 
us not therefore judg one another any tore, but judg this rather, that 
no man put 4 fiumbling-block , or an occafion to fall in bis brothers 
way, There were Eſcutcheons fixed to the Hearſe, with this In- 
ſcription in black Letters in a Field-Argent : 


Ss 90 wn quod vivens Exbibuit 
ear conſtanter Phſermayit 1 (7 4 
Thus you have a plain and juſt Relation of the Death and 
Burial of Captain William Bedlow, The loſs of ſo confiderable 
an Evidence to the King and Kingdom is greatly to be de. 
plored ; 


[4 
plored: But if you revolye ſeriouſly upos the manner of his 
Death, and his exaGt temper and deportment through the whole 
ſeries of his ſickneſs, you'l find reaſon to believe, that Sampſon- 

- like he hath Triumph'd even in Death, over the Popiſh Con(pi- 
rators, and been as formidable in his fick-bed, as formerly in the 
Courts of Juſtice ; the ſtrong Aſſeverations he left hebind him in 

 vindication of his Evidence, hath rais'd it to the higheſt Repura. 
tion. Ir ſeemeth to me, as it Providence found it neceſlary in 
this tabborn-and unbelieving age, to uſe extraordinary methods to 
eyince the World of the truth -of the Bloody and Helliſh Plot. 
And therefore to the clear and uncontroulable Evidence that hath 
been given w#2s wore; and by Original Letters under the Con- 
fpirators own hands, God hath now ſuperadded one Argument 
more to convince us, by making one of the Witnefles ſeal the 
diſcovery with his laſt breath, and dye, giving repeated Evidence 
dpamſt the Plot. I am, 


SIR 
Tour bumble Servant, 


OS 


LOND 


: 


ON gb Princed-for Rondalk-F-ayier. 1680. 
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